
 

NOTABLE PROJECTS 

Sewanee University, Sewanee, TN 

Evaluating potential sites for solar 

installations at Sewanee. Helped 

develop course ciriculum for senior 

design students to create solar 

feasibility study at Sewanee.  

Metro Water Services, Nashville, TN 

Developing and tracking sustainability  

baselines for upgrades to a large 

wastewater treatment plant. 

Conducting energy analyses and 

making recommendations for energy 

usaage at municipal drinking water 

and wastewater treatment plants as 

apart fof the city’s Energy 

Management Program.  

Earthjustice, New York, NY      

Technical advisor for non-profit 

environmental law firm focusing on 

agriculture and toxins in drinking water 

sources. Led a petition to the EPA to 

issue an endangerment finding for 

nitrous oxide in agriculture. Advised 

attorneys, media, and community 

members on perfluorinate chemicals, 

lead in drinking water, and 

agricultureal emissions. 

Research Assistant, Nashville, TN       

Studies the mineral implications of 

lead corrosion in drinking water pipes. 

Studied changes in drinking water 

quality due to a land-use shift 

agriculture to urban. 

Teaching Assistant, Nashville, TN            

Instructed Undergraduate students in 

engineering courses at Vanderbilt 

University. Courses: Sustainable 

Development, Fluid Mechanics, Intro 

to Engineering, and Civil and 

Environmental Engineering Laboratory.  

 

 

ValaRae earned her Bachelors and 

Masters degrees in Environmental 

Engineering from the University of 

Gerogia and Vanderbilt University, 

respectively. Her goal is simply to improve 

human and environmental welfare. Her 

research and work experience has been 

on a number of environmental issues 

including lead, pesticides, and PFC’s in 

surface and drinking water. 

 

With her experience in academia, non-

profit organizations, and the private 

sector, ValaRae brings a rich and diverse 

perspective to clients. Her experience 

inspired her to pursure a career in public 

service through engineering.  

 

ValaRae is deeply involved in teaching 

and mentoring students with a focus in 

sustainability, engineering, and policy. 

She participated in a year long 

certificate in college teaching course 

from Vanderbilt that she applies to 

developing client-centered, 

sustainability-focused solutions. 

 

ValaRae is a natural leader with 

exceptional quantitative and 

interpersonal skills. She brings passion, 

optimism, and creativity to everything 

she touches. 

 

 
HONORS AND AWARDS 

Environmental Fellows Program 

Curb Public Scholar 

Ubuntu Award for Outstanding Service 

Federal STEM Policy & Advocacy 

Black Engineer of the Year, 2013 

University of Georgia Amazing Student  

 

EDUCATION 

Masters of Environmental 

Engineering, 

Vanderbitl University 

 

Bachelors of Environmental 

Engineering,  

University of Georgia 

 

EXPERIENCE 

Technical Advisor, Earthjustice 

Environmental Fellows Program 

Summer 2017 

 

Teaching and Research 

Assistant, Vanderbilt University 

2014-2017 

 

Co-Founder, American 

Academy of Environmental 

Engineers and Scientists, 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Stream Restoration Planning 

Intern, Cumberland River 

Compact Summer 2015 

 

Engineering Intern, CH2M HILL, 

Summer 2014 

 

Founder/Past President National 

Society of Black Engineers, 

University of Georgia  

 

 

FUN FACT 

ValaRae is an artist who started 

painting as a hobby but is 

beginning to get involved in the 

art community in Nashville. Her 

focus is on beauty in nature and 

beauty in self-image. Acrylic 

and spray paint are her 

preferred mediums.  

 

ValaRae Partee 
 ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING & SUSTAINABILITY CONSULTANT 

WILMOT INC, Engineering Group 

3102 West End Ave, Suite 400, Nashville, TN 37203 

p: 615.385.1220 

www.wilmotinc.com 

gogreen@wilmotinc.com 

ValaRae is on a mission to help ensure a world with healthy, 
equitable, and sustainable communities, ecosystems, and 
economies. Because of her passion for people and the 
environment, she chose to blend her interests of 
engineering, policy, and advocacy together to help clients 
develop thoughtful, impactful and sustainable solutions 
 


